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The Magic Library Card!
The WLN™ and Storytime STEM-packsTM

by Charles Greenberg

For those of us in the
Westmoreland Library
Network (WLN) who
helped give birth to the
project now known as
Storytime STEM-packs,
the trademarked name of
the Allegheny Intermedi-
ate Unit 3 Math & Science
Collaborative embodies
years of invaluable STEM
(Science/Technology/En-
gineering/Mathematics)
professional development
for library staff. That is
even especially so for the
Children’s Librarians who
havelearned toseamlessly
integrate STEM into Sum-
mer Reading Club pro-
gramming for preK-4 chil-
dren.

I want to tell you about
the product, Storytime
STEM-packs, that has
arisen with the profes-
sional development. I will
quote liberally from the
Collaborativeitself, begin-
ning with one of its earli-
est marketing tools, a
larger-than-usual book-
mark.

“Storytime STEM-
packs are an educational
innovation that enables
any educator to incorpo-
rate STEM concepts into
children’s programming
ﬁ‘ompreK—4Withminimal

| preparation time.” In-
cluded in each Storytime-
STEM-packs unitare: “(1)
a popular children’s book;
(2) all the materials
needed for an engaging
STEM activity; (3) a facili-
tator guide that makes
connecting the story tothe
STEM activity easy.”

“All our activities are
based on the Next Gen-
eration Science Standards
and Common Core Math
Standards, and are
grounded in cognitive re-
search findings on how
children learn.” This one
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sentence carries all the
power of the professional
development and the ac-
companying product.

For Children’s Librar-
ians in the WLN who en-
rolled in the annual pro-
fessional development
year after year, they real-
ized ongoing reinforce-
mentofskill, and took back
tothelibrary new versions
of the product each time
for that year’s Summer
Reading Club. The staff of
the Collaborative enabled
this by continually devel-
oping new Storytime
STEM-packs units based
on theage-appropriate PA
state standards and their

_ knowledge about “cogni-
tive research findings on

how children learn.” It is
not a trivial thing that
participating WLN librar-
ies were positioned to take
advantage of the great
skills of the Collaborative
staff. If you were enrolling
your child in Summer
Reading Club at a library
where this treasure was
being integrated into the
usual reading experience,
your child received some-
thing special.

In 2019 and 2020, the
offering was even more
special than usual. It was
re-titled Storytime

STEM+C™, where the “C”
stands for computer sci-
ence. “Beginning in early
childhood years, com-
puter-based activities
must be designed to
complement and extend
hands-on activities that
educators are already us-
ing in learning environ-
ments, thereby enhancing
the development of young
students’ high-order

|

thinking, problem-solving
and communication
skills.”

Storytime STEM+C
units come with Bee-Bot®
robots and a colorful vinyl
mat, the mat being, for
example,arepresentation
of moon surface. In that
case, the accompanying
children’s book is a grade-
appropriate “moon” book.
Amazing to me, library
staff learned in the pro-
fessional development
how to convey a simple
robot-guiding algorithmto
such young children!
That’s what your child got
ifhe or she attended Sum-
mer Reading Clubin 2019
and 2020 at a participat-
ing library.

Now that T havetold you
this sort of back-story,
you'll want to talk with
your Library Directorand/
or Children’s Librarian
about Storytime STEM-
packs, and about how to
take full advantage of
them all year round. Ask
about them!



